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ÅDRAFT.  This identification key has been developed for the Staten Island Dragonfly Atlas, a project of the Section of Natural History of the Staten Island 

Museum. This is intended for use by SIDfA volunteers and other educational services.

Do not reproduce or cite any of the content within this document without expressed 

permission of the Staten Island Museum



¾When?
ÅHighest diversity will be on warm, sunny days 

but there will still be activity during other 

weather conditions

¾Where?
ÅYour favorite location! 

¾How?

¾How to submit data online!

ÅDRAFT.  This identification key has been developed for the Staten Island Dragonfly Atlas, a project of the Section of Natural History of the Staten Island 

Museum. This is intended for use by SIDfA volunteers and other educational services.



¾Where?

ÅANYWHERE! Not just ponds!

ÅRespect property and privacy rights whereever you 

go!

ÅOne of the assigned locations

¾When to collect data?

Å10am and 3pm

ÅBest results on sunny, calm days

ÅMinimum once per flight season 

ÅDRAFT.  This identification key has been developed for the Staten Island Dragonfly Atlas, a project of the Section of Natural History of the Staten Island 

Museum. This is intended for use by SIDfA volunteers and other educational services.



¾Use Field Data Form (FDF) to collect data 

when observing

¾Properly fill out information at top of FDF

¾Stand in one spot for a minimum of 5 

minutes and record what you see

¾Species identification: 
ÅIf unsure of ID, note at least 3 field marks so you 

can use the SIDA key when you get home.  

Remember behavior can be helpful!

ÅDRAFT.  This identification key has been developed for the Staten Island Dragonfly Atlas, a project of the Section of Natural History of the Staten Island 

Museum. This is intended for use by SIDfA volunteers and other educational services.



ÅDate:_____________   Time Start:_____________ Time End:_____________

ÅTemp:____________    Cloud Cover:    Clear     Light Clouds      Few Clouds    Overcast

ÅWind Speed:_______ Wind Direction:  S SW W NW N

NE E SE

ÅLocation Name:_______________________________________________________________

ÅLocation Notes:___________________________________________________________________________

Å Species: Number Observed: ID Method: Observed Behavior:

ÅCodes for ñID Methodò:Vis = visual identifaction either perched or on the wing, Photo = identified using a 

photograph while note in the field, In-Hand = please see manual for proper catch and release instructions, 

Spec = voucher specimen collected and submitted the Staten Island Museum

ÅCodes for ñObserved Behaviorò:Hawk = flight in search of prey; Ovi G = ovipositing female with male 

guarding near-by; Ovi N = ovipositing female with no male in close; Stay = for stationary, or perched 

Dragonflies; Tandem = pairs flying in tandem; Ten = teneral, or freshly emerged individuals; Terr = males in 

territorial flight or behaviors; Wheel = copulating pair

ÅDRAFT.  This identification key has been developed for the Staten Island Dragonfly Atlas, a project of the Section of Natural History of the Staten Island 

Museum. This is intended for use by SIDfA volunteers and other educational services.

Field Data Form
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Submit 

Data

On-

line!




























































